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Now it has turned into a voracious rev-
enue machine for the Federal Govern-
ment that is taxing 2.4 million Amer-
ican families, and that number is due
to quadruple to over 12 million families
in just a year; and if nothing is done, it
is going to put the tax bite, extra
taxes, on 41 million American families
who will be subjected to the million-
aires tax. But the Bush administration
is more concerned about making per-
manent tax cuts for those who need it
the least, as opposed to dealing with
the alternative minimum tax. We do
not hear any outrage. That is some-
thing we should debate on this floor.

Or remember the lockbox where the
two candidates for President, was it
just 2000, Al Gore and then Governor
Bush, were going to lock up the Social
Security trust fund to make sure it
was available for future generations?
Now under the fiscal policies of this ad-
ministration and his allies in Congress,
we are borrowing every cent of the
Medicare prescription drug benefit
from the Medicare trust fund. That is
something that is worth debating.

The tax cut that is being pressed
would fund the Social Security deficit
three times over and avoid a disaster
as the baby boom generation ap-
proaches retirement.

This administration has refused to
join us in the battle against the Repub-
lican leadership to extend unemploy-
ment benefits for workers who have
had them expire. That is worth debat-
ing.

Or the loss of manufacturing jobs
across this country. It is fascinating to
hear the administration’s one concrete
proposal to increase the number of
manufacturing jobs that | have heard
in the last 3 years, and that is to re-
classify the people who work at
McDonald’s, providing the service at
those restaurants, that they are some-
how going to be manufacturing jobs.
They are going to change the defini-
tion. That is worth debating too.

But what is it that the administra-
tion wants to talk about? Not the false
choices in lraq that have put us in a
disastrous situation on the ground and
putting young men and women in
harm’s way, not the deeply flawed pol-
icy where we are not following through
in Afghanistan. They want to talk
about gay marriage.

I would strongly recommend that in-
stead of pursuing something that was
brought to us by Republican judges in
Massachusetts, we let the States alone
debate the real issues and not deal with

a Federal constitutional amendment

banning same-sex marriage.
————

HONORING JOHN REDDEN,

PASCACK VALLEY’S CITIZEN OF
THE YEAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor a distin-
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guished citizen from the Fifth Congres-
sional District from New Jersey, which
I represent. Mr. John Redden has been
named Pascack Valley’s Citizen of the
Year.

John is deserving of such acclama-
tion for his many contributions to his
community. He serves on the board of
the Pascack Community Services. He
has owned a Westwood-based business
for over 20 years. And John, who has a
wife and three children, has generously
given of his time and money to donate
to many community organizations. He
has used his passion of sports to en-
courage athletic involvement in the
community for having coached both
basketball and baseball.

I might add that John is a worth-
while recipient of this award not only
for the many contributions but in the
way that he undertakes them. He sup-
ports his community silently, asking
no credit whatsoever for his charity to
his community. He supports his home-
town organizations simply because he
loves his neighbors and the community
means so much to him.

I commend John for his dedication to
his community, and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating
him on receiving this prestigious
award.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MALONEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
HAITI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | just re-
turned from Haiti this past weekend. It
was the third time | have been there
since January 1. And | am on this floor
tonight because | want to share in the
most straightforward way that | pos-
sibly can that it is clear to me that a
bloodbath in that country is imminent
in spite of the fact that President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide has agreed to
the peace plan worked out by the inter-
national community.

I went down to Haiti this past Satur-
day to be an observer as the inter-
national community, made up of
United States, Canada, France, the
OAS, CARICOM, and the United Na-
tions, presented a peace plan; and it
was a tough peace plan. The plan called
for three persons from the inter-
national community, these organiza-
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tions, to select a council of wise per-
sons, of seven wise persons, who would
then choose what would end up being a
prime minister. First in the plan they
offered the President, they said they
would give him a name and he would
either accept it or reject it. He asked
them to give him more than one name.
They ended up agreeing to give him
two names that he could choose from,
and the President accepted the plan. |
was there. He accepted the plan.

But the opposition has rejected the
peace plan. They have refused to nego-
tiate. They also have sent a signal to
groups of thugs and a newly formed
army of exiled criminals that they will
support the violent overthrow of the
democratically elected government of
Haiti. These thugs and the newly
formed army, made up of exiled former
military officers and criminals known
as The Front for the Advancement and
Progress of Haiti, commonly referred
to as FRAPH, have murdered many
people in Cap Haitian, and they now
control several cities.

For the last couple of days, these
crooks, criminals, former military offi-
cers have been on television warning
that they are on their way to Port-au-
Prince. They are now on their way to
Port-au-Prince; and if in fact these
thugs who are armed with very sophis-
ticated weapons, M-16s, go to that cap-
ital and they try to take the palace,
there will be a bloodbath. Lavalos, the
millions of people who support the
President will be there to protect the
capital, and this confrontation will end
in the loss of many lives.

It is time for the international com-
munity to come to the aid of Haiti. It
is time for us to understand that we
can avoid this bloodbath in Haiti; and
it makes good sense to say to the oppo-
sition who refuses to come to the table
that the game is up; that, in fact, if
they want to be obstructionists, we are
going to insist that they get out of the
way so that we can move with stabi-
lizing Haiti.

We simply cannot stand by and
watch this situation unfold and not
recognize that a coup d’etat is in
progress in Haiti. Immediate inter-
national assistance is essential to stop
the escalation of violence. The United
States should work with the Organiza-
tion of American States, the nations of
the Caribbean community referred to
as CARICOM, and other countries to
provide assistance to Haiti to stop the
violence, disarm the thugs and death
squads and protect the Haitian people.

I have been in conversation with the
State Department trying to urge them
to take some action. | have talked with
representation, the ambassadors from
Canada, and have on call the ambas-
sador from France. | have talked with
the OAS representative, saying to
them somebody must take the lead in
putting together the assistance to stop
this carnage. It is quite unfortunate;
and if there is a bloodbath, this coun-
try is going to have to take some re-
sponsibility in it.
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